
New Editor’s Report

The magnolia is in full bloom 
and is slowly saying farewell to 
winter. This delayed newsletter 
comes at the end of the season 
and farewells our last editor 
Alison Cooper. Along with Hazel 
Roggen, our fabulous IT 
support, we have experimented 
with a new layout and feel quite 
enthusiastic with the 
possibilities it offers. Right 
away, you will notice the front 
page banner advertising the 
upcoming New Zealand Orff 
Conference in 2013. Reserve 
your dates now.

During the Forum meeting in 
Salzburg, I had the privilege of 
meeting with many other Orff-
Schulwerk newsletter editors 
from around the world and to 
exchange thoughts and ideas 
about the needs and the 
challenges of creating a 
newsletter. 
 
I believe it is very important for 
us to connect to a broader 

international network of 
Orff-Schulwerk 
associations and make 
accessible the links to 
various website and Orff 
ideas from elsewhere. 

In the future, we will have 
a new listing about Social 
Media sites such as 
YouTube clips, website 
pages, interesting 
publications and articles 
from other associations. 
We also count on you to 
send us your favorite links 
and to let us know what 
works well with your 
students. The deadline for 
the next newsletter is mid-
January 2012.

With kindest regards from 
your editor.

Renee Morin
r12morin@yahoo.fr
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Tui tuituia:    
Towards a world of light through music

The University of Waikato and Orff New Zealand Aotearoa 
(ONZA) invite your participation in an international music 
education conference.
Venue:
Faculty of Education
University of Waikato
Dates:
January 7-10,  2013

Volume 7, Issue 1
Spring 2011

Whakaronga ki nga hau e whaa me nga manu.
Listen to the four winds and the birds.

Hazel Roggen
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It has been a privilege to be the editor of “Sounding Orff” for 3 years. The newsletter is a 
testament to the commitment, enthusiasm and expertise of ONZA teachers and the excellence 
that children can achieve when given the opportunity.

I would like to thank everyone who has somehow conjured up the time to contribute articles, 
photos, music and ideas. The e-newsletter (plus a few hard copies) continues to be a practical, 
cost-effective format. The attached summary of newsletter content (2008-2010) illustrates the 
range of items published – a healthy blend of festival celebrations, PD and event reports; 
original music and other teaching suggestions; people profiles and occasionally other articles. 
We have made progress with the aim, discussed at the last AGM, of increasing the regional 
voices heard in “Sounding Orff”.

I suggest that future newsletters continue to focus on current ONZA events, people and 
professional development opportunities. I encourage more ONZA teachers to share the good 
work they are doing through ideas for musical arrangements, or short caption stories, such as 
Mariaʼs Music Month 2010 item. I also encourage those undertaking courses and research at 
the University of Waikato to consider writing about this for the newsletter.

Editing is an enjoyable but time-consuming process, eased by most contributors meeting the 
advertised copy deadlines. My thanks to Tony for collecting and posting the hard copies, and to 
Millie, Clare, Tony and others for their prompt email replies.

At the end of 2010 I stepped down because of pressure of work and other commitments. Millie, 
Hazel and Sue, who have agreed to collaborate on the newsletter this year, are also busy 
people, and I am sure that they  will be as well supported as I have been. I remain an avid 
supporter of ONZA. It is rare to experience such team work and sense of community within an 
organization.

ONZA AGM 2011: Newsletter report for 2010

Alison Talmage May 2011
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 Just one day after the massive aftershock of 
23 Feb 2011 in Canterbury, a small group of 
us met with Dr Charlotte Fröhlich (Prof. 
University of Applied Science, North-Western-
Switzerland).  We were happy to be 
introduced by Dr Fröhlich to highly esteemed 
music education colleagues, Dr Regina Pauls, 
(Emeritus Prof. at the Music University 
Leipzig, Germany, Prof. at the Orff Institute 
and chair of the management board of the 
Carl Orff Foundation) and Prof Johanna Metz 
(Prof. at the Music University Leipzig, 
Germany)

With our hearts more in Christchurch than 
Auckland we engaged our minds and bodies 
to discover the gems that Charlotte offered. 
Her aim was to introduce us to the musical 
device known as hocket. Hocket involves the 
alternation of notes so that a single melody is 
shared between two or more voices. One 
voice sounds while the others rest.
First, a Serbian dance. The rhythm was 
shared between hand drums and claves. 
Working in two groups, body percussion 
patterns were modelled for us to imitate. 
Where there was a rest in the pattern, the 
other group should  ”clap in the gap”. 
Charlotte reminded us that when teaching a 
rhythm pattern by imitation, a further 
dimension is added by doing this while 
participants are moving around the room.

The Orff principle of moving from simple to 
complex was deftly demonstrated in the way 
Charlotte worked with the final piece  “pa di 
di”. Once we were secure with the melody, the 
pa(s)) were sung by one group and the di(s)) 
by a second group. Then we were re-grouped 
so that four groups could  ”hocket in canon”, 
each group comprising the two alternating 
voices to form the complete melody. 
Throughout, the “aah” motif held us all 
together. What fun!

So what food for thought have I taken from 
this feast? For starters, the joy of learning and 
singing new material.  For mains, observing 
Charlotte’s mastery of the art of teaching a 
group; how effortlessly she led us step by step 
into each discovery and challenge. 
Afterwards, there was an acknowledgement 
that the session could have gone in a number 
of different directions. I find myself chewing 
over the idea of the lesson itself being an 
improvisation.  And for dessert… the 
challenge to seek out music from Aotearoa 
that might lend itself to a “hocket makeover”. 
              
by Robyn McQueen

 A Workshop by Dr Frölich  

Orff Levels Training in New Zealand 

ONZA ORFF LEVELS WORKSHOPS 
2011/2012 

Each  of these workshops are able to 
constitute a module of a PG paper at Waikato 
University. For more info re PG study please 
contact Professor Terry Locke  
t.locke@waikato.ac.nz

 Level 1:Christchurch:October 10th 
– 15th 2011

 Level 1:Hamilton:January 16th – 
21st 2012

 Level 3:Hamilton:July 2nd – 7th  
2012
Co-ordinator:Millie Locke 
milliel@vodafone.co.nz

Mary Helen Solomon, a highly recognised Orff 
leader from United States will be leading a 
team of teachers.

mailto:t.locke@waikato.ac.nz
mailto:t.locke@waikato.ac.nz
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ONZA Professional Development Day 
Thursday 24th February

From the moment I walked in the door, (after a 
harried and rushed journey through Auckland) 
I was immediately transported into a musical 
oasis - a place of refreshment where one can 
be rejuvenated. 

Our singing session with David Tillinghast was 
fun and lively. It helped us all to relax, breathe 
properly and sing correctly. He had us singing 
in 5 part harmony in no time at all!

The pe rcuss ion sess ion w i th C la re 
McCormack was a tropical treat with the use 
of found sounds using shells, drumming 
activities using buckets  and simple yet 
effective ostinati patterns  on marimbas, 
xylophones and glockenspiels. 

The classroom music session with Christoph 
and Star was highly impacting (literally)! Star 
showed us  how simple word patterns can help 
us and children play very accurate and 
complex rhythms in canon together. It was 
very useful to be taught the correct hand 
technique for using drums and the different 
tones that can be produced depending where 
the drum was struck. It was a real treat to play 
in a large group of djembe and tubano drums - 

it was an amazing sound even from us 
amateurs!

The workshop for the ONZA Marimba Festival 
was very informative and helpful for a first 
time participant. The pieces  introduced were 
fun, effective and relatively easy to pick up.  I 
am looking forward to being involved in this 
amazing festival of music making. 
The whole day was thoroughly enjoyable and 
informative - I learnt so much through play 

and hands-on experience. It was a truly Orff-
inspired day where we were participants (not 
just observers) and we were encouraged to 
find our creative musical selves in a very 
satisfying way.

by Hayley Hunter
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SALZBURG SYMPOSIUM 2011

Renee spent nine months studying at the Orff 
Institute finishing in July, just in time to meet 
Philippa Drake and Christoph Maubach who 
arrived for the 50th anniversary of the 
Schulwerk-Orff Forum. This seven day event 
was marked by a three-day Orff Forum 
discussion panel, the AGM, and a four-day 
International Symposium. This intense week 
spent with some of the finest Orff-Schulwerk 
international leaders has been an extraordinary 
and enriching experience for the three of us. 
We will describe it in more detail in the next 
newsletter. In the meantime, have a look at 
some of our photos.

From Philippa and Renee



In my role over the last 12 months as 
interim co-ordinator I have managed 
(mostly) to set agendas and to chair 
meetings. However, as a consequence 
of my teaching and academic 
commitments I have not been able to 
involve myself, to the extent that I 
would have liked, in the full range of 
ONZA’s activities. Nevertheless, in 
this role I have been in a position to 
continue to appreciate, from the 
inside, the significant time and 
energy that is expended in the service 
of ONZA, by our hard-working 
committee. Thank you all, not only 
for the time and energy you give to 
this committee but also for the spirit 
of teamwork that always prevails.

Interest in the Orff approach to music 
education continues to grow in New 
Zealand. This was particularly 
evident at the recent MENZA 
Cultural Chords Conference. Thanks 
are due to Christoph Maubach, Clare 
McCormack, and Michelle Flint for 
their excellent Orff inspired 
workshops, which received very 
positive feedback. I am sure that this 
played a part in the MENZA Board’s 
unanimous vote of support for an 
ONZA/MENZA Conference in 
January 2013, hopefully to be hosted 
by University of Waikato. I will now, 
briefly mention some of our key 
activities and call for reports where 
appropriate.

Minutes Secretary
Thank you to Vicki Connor for her 
services as minutes secretary. Her 
skill and commitment to this has been 
very much appreciated. A token of 
appreciation will be set to Vicki.

Finances
Presentation of audited accounts.

Marimba Activities
Festival
The marimba festival is now a 
significant annual music event. 
Congratulations to Clare, Alison, 
Tony and the team for the ongoing 
success of this festival.
Marimba Camp
Thank you to all involved in the 
recent marimba camp. Although the 
numbers were small, participants 

reported a high level of satisfaction 
and enjoyment.
Marimba Hire
Thank you to Tony for ensuring that 
these instruments are available and 
used by teachers in Auckland.

Workshops & Professional 
Development
PD Days
Congratulations and much 
appreciation to Philippa for her 
seemingly effortless organisation of 
two very successful PD days in the 
last year and another one to look 
forward to in June.
Strum Hum Wriggle Drum
Thanks you to Clare & Shirley and 
the committee who worked hard to 
ensure the success of the Early 
Childhood PD day last year and 
another is scheduled for August 13th 
of this year.

Levels Training
ONZA guidelines were in place for 
the level 1 2010 workshop which was 
(significantly) taught by NZ based 
teachers. The success of this 
workshop is evidenced by a very high 
return rate from this group for Level 
2 in July of this year.

Renee, Christoph and Millie worked 
successfully as a team and are 
currently developing the Level 2 
workshop based on the guidelines. 
Celia Stewart is currently 
undertaking research for her master’s 
thesis due to be completed early in 
2012. She will participate, with a 
view to taking on a teaching role in 
the future, in the Level 1 
Christchurch workshop.

Forward Planning

• Level 2: July 18th – 23rd 2011 
(Hamilton)

• Level 1: October 10th  – 15th 
(Christchurch)

• Level 1 January 16th  – 21st 
2012 (Hamilton)

• Level 3: July 2012
• Level 4: to be announced.

Memorandum of Agreement
See Terry’s report.

ONZA representatives will meet with 
University of Waikato in September 
2011.

Publicity/Website
Thank you to Hazel for the upgrading 
of our website.
Thank you to Clare (and Joshua) for 
the 2011 ONZA calendar.

Newsletter
It is with sadness that we have 
farewelled Alison Cooper from our 
committee. Sounding Orff blossomed 
under her editorship. She has done an 
excellent job in passing on all 
relevant information to enable us to 
continue producing this newsletter. A 
token of our appreciation will be sent 
to Alison.

National Connections
Many thanks to Celia Stewart for her 
tireless work supporting ONZA. It is 
with a lot of happiness that I can 
report she is currently on holiday in 
Europe. A holiday she truly deserves. 
Celia’s contribution to ONZA on a 
national level in her role as a 
MENZA board member and other 
networks is quite significant. 

International Connections
We have been very thrilled to have 
Renee Morin at the Orff Institute this 
year. Although she is on the other 
side of the world she has retained her 
links with the committee and has 
made a commitment to re-joining this 
committee on her return.

We are also very fortunate that 
Philippa Drake is able to travel to 
Salzburg for the upcoming 
symposium and even more fortunate 
that as a result of a grant from the 
Orff Foundation ONZA can 
reimburse Philippe’s expenses. 

Thank you to Christoph Maubach  for 
his continuing role as international 
liaison.  

Library
Thank you to Sue for being librarian. 
We are fortunate to have a large and 
valuable library. 

AGM 4 May 2011 Interim Coordinator’s Report   by Millie Locke
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MARIMBA CAMP REPORT APRIL 2011

This year the Marimba Camp was held 1-3 April at 
Shakespear YMCA Lodge.

Some background on the camp:
2008 – Waiwera YMCA – I organised the camp with 
Heather McLaughlin as the main presenter.
2009 – Waiwera YMCA – ONZA took over the camps.
Clare McCormack and Tina Donnell were the main 
presenters.
2010 – Waiwera YMCA – Presenters: Clare, Tina, 
Philippa Drake and Tony Ramsay
2011 – Shakespear YMCA Lodge 
Main presenters were Gerard and Sonya Van de Geer.

I had made the decision to move the camp, so that 
we had a larger classroom and more 
accommodation to expand the camp.

It was a stressful lead up to the camp this year. With 
economic times and cuts in the music budget in 
schools, numbers were slow coming in. I did 
consider pulling out, but at that late stage, it would 
have cost ONZA $1400, so I made the decision to 
make it work and take over the cleaning and the 
catering. I also promoted it at my school with a 
special rate of day only.

A teacher workshop was advertised for the Sunday 
afternoon with only 3 participants paying for this. 
Another 3 teachers attended, but no payment was 
made and I think they thought it was free, as part of 
the Marimba festival training. Another 3 teachers 
didn’t show.

There is loss of $1135.83  But this was helped 
along by the Friday marimba workshops for children 
offered for Hauraki and Belmont Schools.
A small loss of $60.99 was made from this.

Caroline organised an ad and an article in the 
Howick and Pakuranga Times. I organised a fax 
broadcast to be sent to schools. I am pleased to say 
that the camp in 2011 was a HUGE success in the 
end! Participants that attended all loved it and it was 
a wonderful weekend of music making.

Myself, Caroline and Fraser Bruce both taught 
songs and drumming over the weekend at no extra 
cost. We had 15 live-in participants and 14 people 
coming for the day.The venue was excellent. We 
appreciated Gerard and Sonya’s input and 
expertise.

We are keen to return to Shakespear YMCA in 2012 
– hopefully in March. Tina and Philippa are going to 
do some serious promotion of the event and I would 
welcome any other ideas to promote the Marimba 
Camp.

It makes for a wonderful start to the year with 
adults, teens and children all joining together for 
creative music making.

Thank you to Shirley Harvey and Sally Tibbles for 
hosting our visitors.

By Clare McCormack
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.Hum Strum Wriggle Drum
By Shirley Harvey

Nearly 50 teachers and students joined 6 
wonderful presenters at Belmont Primary 
on a foggy August Saturday morning to 
upskill themselves in music and storytelling 
with 0-8 year olds. The opening workshop 
with expert storyteller Tanya Batt was a 
very popular start to the day. Her 
intertwining of storytelling with music, 
movement and drama along with her 
contagious sense of fun  kept the 
atmosphere buzzing for the full two 
hours. 

Other workshops by Celia Stewart, and 
Julie Wylie from Christchurch, from Robyn 
Trinick, Janet Channon and Caroline 
Zeeman were well received and provided 
that much needed shot in the arm  for 
teachers towards the end of Winter. 
Thanks to all our presenters and those 
who offered trade tables with wonderful 
new resources. 

Marimba Festivals around NZ

 Waikato 9 September
 Auckland 29 October 3.30pm
 30 October 1pm and 3.30pm
 Baradene College Remuera
 Christchurch 5 November
 Dunedin 9 November

Marimba in the Clouds

Students from schools throughout the Auckland 
region will form a 200 + piece musical 
ensemble. Playing marimbas, xylophones, 
ukuleles and recorders, their repertoire includes 
melodies from around the world and will 
feature some pieces that tip their hat to some 
of the countries represented in the World Cup. 

Level 2 Hamilton, July 2011   

Presenters: Millie Locke 
Christoph Maubach,             

Renee Morin

A group of seven teachers enrolled to the Level 
Course II in Hamilton during the last holidays. 
8th – 23rd 2011. The result was an exciting 
collaboration between new and experienced 
music, dance and classroom teachers. This week 
of training allowed teachers to expand on the 
foundation in the Orff Schulwerk and offered 
new insights into bringing music and dance into 
the daily life of students.

Marimba Camp 2012

After a successful marimba camp at 
Shakespeare Lodge with presenters Gerard Van 
de Geer and Sonya Van de Geer we will do it 
again in 2012. Put this in your diary now - 
March 16-18 2012



HUM STRUM WRIGGLE DRUM 
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TEACHING IDEAS
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  Orff  levels  training.  

-‐level  papers  in  
Orff  Music  Education:  Theory  and  

Practice.  

  

  
ONZA    -‐    Orff  New  Zealand  Aotearoa    -‐    www.orffnz.org  

  

  Island  singing  retreats.  ONZA  is  a  professional  association  
which  encourages  and  facilitates  
teachers  in  their  development  of  
a  range  of  Orff-‐based  music  
pedagogies  for  use  in  New  
Zealand  classrooms  and  other  
music  education  settings.  
  

  
Teachers  working!  

  

Children  playing!  

Our  organisation  began  in  1995  
and  existed  informally  for  several  
years.  
formally  adopted  in  2005.                  
We  began  with  approximately  ten  
members,  and  we  now  have  
  approximately  120  members.  

ONZA  is  a  not-‐for-‐profit  organisation  
run  by  music  educators.  We  have  a  
voluntary  co-‐ordinator  and  several  
voluntary  office  holders  who  are  
elected  biennially.  A  Memorandum  of  
Agreement  has  been  established  with  
The  University  of  Waikato  which  has  
facilitated  the  development  of  a  
course  of  study  in  the  Orff  approach.  
This  post  graduate  course  of  study  
hosted  by  The  University  of  Waikato      
incorporates  both  hands-‐on  
workshop  activity  and  academic  
study.  

  

Family  Camps  

  

            Orff  New  Zealand  Aotearoa  
www.orffnz.org  

  
Professional  Development  for  Teachers  

Activities  for  children  and  families  

  

Whakarongo  mai,  Tui!    Ki  taku  koauau,  Tui!  
Me  taku  waiata,  Tui,  Tui,  tui-‐a.  

Listen  to  my  flute,  my  song,  my  call.  
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Committee for 2011 – 2013
 
Co-ordinator: Philippa Drake
Treasurer & Finances:  New ways of administering the finances are being 
investigated
Secretary:  Robyn McQueen
Workshop Co-ordinator: Shirley Harvey
Marimba Activities: Clare McCormack
Workshop support/Social/Catering/Publicity: Caroline Zeeman
Levels Training: Millie Locke
(Renee Morin, Celia Stewart, Christoph Maubach)
International Liason: Christoph Maubach
Website: Hazel Roggen
Newsletter: 
Renee Morin (Editor) Hazel Roggen (Production) Sue Dickson (Proof reader)
Library: Sue Dickson
South Island representative: Celia Stewart
Hamilton representative Celia Williamson
Taranaki representative: Jan Aiello
Committee members: Sally Tibbles

Edusound
Xylophones and metallophones

from Taiwan
High Quality

Competitive Prices

Contact: edusoundnz@gmail.com
Richard Lin   021 588 509

Auckland

mailto:edusoundnz@gmail.com
mailto:edusoundnz@gmail.com

